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Modern large telescopes achieve their sharpest image quality 
by passing the light through an auxiliary system that can 
compensate for the turbulence of the Earth’s atmosphere above 
the telescope which degrades the quality of astronomical 

central component is a thin rapidly deformable mirror. The 
shape of the mirror surface changes at a typical rate of 1000 

in response to changes in the image quality of a nearby 
reference star brought on by atmospheric turbulence.  

mirror of the telescope itself. Having the telescope’s secondary 

mirrors of the LBT consist of a thin shell of glass that makes the 

surface which push and pull on the glass to correct the images of 


